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WHO funding for R&D: By the numbers
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Numbers reflect total funding for WHO activities for the 2018-2019 biennium, based on the WHO
budget portal as accessed on 5/13/2019.

Assessed contributions are funds contributed to WHO in return for WHO membership. These funds cannot be 
earmarked by the donating country and are allocated according to WHO's strategy and internal budgeting process.

Partnerships are partnerships with other multilateral entities.

Specified country contributions refer to voluntarily given funding from WHO member states that is
directed to a specific program or activity.

The Research in Human Reproduction 
program at WHO consists of research 
undertaken and research capacity 
strengthened for sexual and 
reproductive and maternal health 
through the 
UNDP-UNFPA-UNICEF-WHO-World 
Bank Special Programme of 
Research, Development and Research 
Training in Human Reproduction.

Research in Human Reproduction

The Tropical Disease Research 
program works to advance new 
knowledge, solutions, and 
implementation strategies that respond 
to the health needs of disease-endemic 
countries developed through 
strengthened research and training.

Tropical Disease Research

The Fast Track Research for Infectious 
Hazards program works to strengthen 
R&D in the field of health 
emergencies. Typical activities include 
R&D strategies/blueprints, clinical 
trials, fast-tracked research, and 
operational research.

Fast Track Research For 
Infectious Hazards

WHO’s access program works to 
achieve the following: 1) Improved 
quality and safety of medicines and 
other health technologies through 
norms, standards, and guidelines, 
strengthening of regulatory systems, 
and prequalification; 2) Access to and 
use of essential medicines and other 
health technologies improved through 
global guidance and the development 
and implementation of national 
policies, strategies, and tools; and
3) Implementation of the global strategy 
and plan of action on public health, 
innovation, and intellectual property.

Access

(All numbers in millions of USD)

From developing the essential medicines and diagnostics lists, to operating the 
prequalification program, to setting normative standards to guide R&D investments, 
the World Health Organization (WHO) plays an essential role in the health research 
and development (R&D) landscape. This fact sheet illustrates how and how much 
WHO is investing across its R&D programs and how they are financed.
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84% ($39.9)
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Foundations
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Other
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UK: 44%, $17.5
Sweden: 27%, $10.8
Switzerland: 13%, $5.2
USA: 5%, $2
Others: 11%, $4.4

Funding Sources: Tropical Disease Research

Specified Country
Contributions§

26% ($6.9)

Development
Banks & Funds
30% ($7.7)

Philanthropic Foundations
13% ($3.5)

Partnerships‡

20% ($5.1)

Other
11% ($2.9)

UK: 65%, $4.5
DRC: 29%, $2
Oman: 7%, $.6

Specified Country
Contributions§

21% ($35.7)

Assessed 
Contributions†

17% ($28.7)
Partnerships‡

18% ($30.7)

Private Sector 
20% ($33.9)

Other
13% ($22.4)

Philanthropic 
Foundations
12% ($21)

USA: 32%, $11.4
UK: 19%, $6.8
Japan: 13%, $4.8
Germany: 11%, $3.8
Others: 25%, $8.9Prequalification

Fees: 78%, $26.6
Fees for International 
Nonproprietary 
Names: 22%, $7.3

Funding Sources:
Access

Assessed 
contributions†

5% ($2.4)


